The ultrastructure of the noninvolved urothelium of tumor-bearing patients before and after interferon treatment.
The ultrastructural morphology of the noninvolved urothelium of tumor-bearing patients before and after interferon-alpha 2b (IFN-alpha 2b) treatment was investigated. The ultrastructure of the normal bladder urothelium has been reported. The noninvolved urothelium of our patients already showed deviation from the normal. At the end of therapy, we noted a partial restoration of the urothelium to its normal morphology with the reestablishment of some of its normal features, i.e., a well-developed Golgi apparatus, the existence of parts of the asymmetric unit membrane, and the appearance of nuclear bodies. Prevention of tumor recurrence by restoring the ultrastructural morphology of the noninvolved urothelium with IFN-alpha 2b is a subject worthy of further investigation.